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ANNUAL  REPORT 

of  the 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 

for  the 

URBAN  SANITARY  DISTRICT  OF 
FEATHERSTONE 

for  the 

YEAR  ENDED  31st  DECEMBER  1949 


Medical  Officer’s  Section, 
Health  Department, 

9,  Horsefair, 

Pontefract. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Council  : 

CxENTLEMEN, 


I have  the  honour  to  present  for  your  information  and  con 
sideration  a Report  on  the  Health,  and  Health  Services,  of  the  Dist 
rict  during  the  year  1949. 
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The  Annual  Report  of  the  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  dealing 
with  Sanitary  Circumstances,  Housing  and  the  Inspection  and 
Supervision  of  Food  Supplies,  is  complementary  to  this  Report. 


For  your  information  certain  details  of  the  personal  health 
services  administered  by  the  County  Council  are  included. 


The  National  Health  Service  has  now  been  with  us  for  over 
a year.  Many  of  the  difficulties  it  brought  with  it  are  still  with  us. 
The  dental  service  is  still  overrun,  and  there  is  still  delay  in  obtain- 
ing spectacles  for  school  children,  though  of  recent  months  the 
waiting  time  has  been  reduced.  We  still  have  too  few  hospital  beds; 
the  shortage  of  sanatorium  accommodation  for  the  tuberculous 
patient  is,  if  anything,  more  acute. 


Following  the  publication  of  my  report  last  year,  an  approach 
was  made  to  the  Regional  Hospital  Board  by  the  Council,  drawing 
attention  to  the  great  need  for  a Maternity  Home  to  serve  the  area. 
We  were  informed  that  it  was  the  intention  of  the  Board  to  provide 
20  beds  for  maternity  cases  at  the  Aketon  Isolation  Hospital. 
My  latest  information  is  that,  in  addition  to  these  beds,  there  will 
be  a further  27  beds  available  at  Hemsworth,  and  the  accommo- 
dation at  Castleford  Maternity  Home  will  be  increased  from  13  to  20. 
These  are  only  plans  as  yet,  and  it  is  unlikely  that  any  of  these 
facilities  will  be  available  much  before  the  end  of  1951. 


The  housing  position  remains  a matter  of  serious  concern. 
It  will  be  seen  from  the  Sanitary  Inspector’s  report  that,  despite 
every  effort  being  made  by  this  Authority  to  provide  new  houses 
for  the  people,  there  is  no  reduction  in  the  demand  for  new  houses. 
It  is  doubtful  if  our  present  rate  of  building  is  sufficient  to  maintain 
even  the  present  housing  situation. 
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The  adverse  effect  on  health  which  results  is  difficult  to 
assess  accurately,  but  in  view  of  the  increased  risk  of  acquiring  in- 
fection and  the  obvious  discomforts  of  overcrowding,  there  must  be 
much  misery  caused  through  friction  with  landladies,  family  rows, 
and  uncertainty  regarding  the  future. 


In  the  personal  health  services  a good  deal  has  been 
achieved,  and  the  people  have  responded  well  to  all  the  facilities 
offered.  Their  attitude  towards  my  staff  and  myseb  makes  this 
branch  of  the  work  well  worth  while. 


I am.  Gentlemen, 


Your  Obedient  Servant, 


JOHN  F.  FRASER, 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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PART  ONE 

m I— ■ I ^ . .Mil  I.  I M ^ 

STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS 


GENERAL  STATISTICS 

Area  of  District  ...  4,425  acres 

Population,  mid-year.  Registrar- General’s  estimate  13,580 
Number  of  inhabited  houses  at  end  of  1949  ...  3,827 

Rateable  value  at  end  of  1949  ...  £54,415 

Product  of  penny  rate  ...  £198/12/7 


VITAL  STATISTICS 


Live  Births 


Male 

Female 

Total 

Legitimate 

137 

136 

273 

Illegitimate 

1 

5 

6 

Total 

138 

141 

279 

Birth  rate  per  1,000  estimated  civilian  population 

20.54 

Still  Births 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Legitimate 

7 

3 

10 

Illegitimate 

- 

- 

- 

Rate  per  1,000  live  and 

still  births 

34.6 

Rate  per  1,000  estimated 

civilian  population 

.74 

7 


Deaths 

Male 

Female 

Total 

All  age  groups  ... 

90 

68 

158 

Infants  under  one  year 

Male 

Female 

T otal 

Legitimate 

7 

3 

10 

Illegitimate 

■ 

Maternal  Deaths 

ONE 

Death  Rates 

General  Rate  per  1,000  population  11.63 

All  infants  per  1,000  live  births  ...  35.84 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births...  36.63 

Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births  Nil 

Maternal  deaths  per  1,000  live  and  still  births  ...  3.5 


It  will  be  noted  that  the  number  of  births  in  1949  is  21  fewer 
than  those  of  1948,  and  54  fewer  than  those  of  1947.  In  view  of  the 
present  total  of  279,  this  represents  a very  substantial  reduction. 

The  number  of  infant  deaths  has  been  reduced  by  one. 

There  has  been  one  maternal  death. 


The  principal  causes  of  death  are  set  out  in  the  following 

Table. 
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TABLE  I 

CAUSES  OF  DEATH 

Cerebro- Spinal  Fever 
Tuberculosis  (pulmonary) 

Syphilitic  Diseases 
Influenza 
Cancer 
Diabetes 

Intra- cranial  vascular  lesions 
Heart  Disease 

Other  diseases  of  circulatory  system 

Bronchitis 

Pneumonia 

Other  respiratory  diseases 
Digestive  diseases 
Nephritis 
Maternal  causes 
Premature  Birth 

Con.  Mai.,  Birth  Injury,  Infant  Dis. 
Suicide 

Road  Traffic  Accident 
Other  Violent  Causes 
All  other  causes 


Male  Female  Tot. 


3 

1 

4 
17 

9 

21 

3 

10 

1 

3 


2 


3 

1 

2 

2 

3 

5 


1 

5 

3 

1 

8 

2 

9 

20 

3 

4 
1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

2 

4 


1 

8 

4 

5 
25 

2 

18 

41 

6 
14 

2 

3 

1 

2 

1 

3 

3 

3 

2 

5 

9 


90 


68 


158 
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The  number  of  deaths  registered  during  the  year  was  158, 
13  more  than  last  3/ear.  This  yields  a death  rate  of  11.63  per  1,000 
of  the  estimated  civilian  population,  as  against  a figure  of  10.81  for 
the  previous  year.  The  rate  for  England  and  Wales  is  10.8. 

The  principal  causes  of  death  as  compared  with  1948,  1947, 
and  1946,  are  as  follows  : — 


1949 

1948 

1947 

1946 

Heart  Disease 

41 

39 

31 

40 

Cancer 

25 

25 

21 

15 

Intra- cranial  vascular  lesions 

18 

16 

16 

19 

Bronchitis 

14 

11 

12 

7 

INFANT  MORTALITY 

The  infant  mortality  rate  for  1949  is  35.8  and  the  rate  for 
England  and  Wales  is  34.  The  fall  in  the  number  of  deaths  due  to 
premature  birth  from  7 in  1947  to  3 in  1949  is  a welcome  trend.  The 
following  Table  gives  causes  of  infant  deaths  during  1949,  classified 
into  age  groups  and  months  of  incidence. 

TABLE  II 


AGE  GROUPS 


Causes  of  Death 


<D 


CSI 

I 


M 

CO 

I 

CM 


CO 

I 

CO 


CO 


CO 


3 


3 


Prematurity 
Birth  Injuries 
& Malformation 
Cerebro- Spinal 
Eever 

Broncho  Pneumonia  - 

Epilepsy 

Convulsions 


6 


1 


xn 


CO 

I 

CO 


1 


CO 

.15 


CT) 

I 

CD 


CO 


CSI 


1 1 1 


ALL  AGES 


UNDER  1 YR. 


M F Total 


3 


1 

1 

1 


2 

1 


3 

3 

1 

1 

1 

1 


3 10 
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The  following  Table  gives  a general  survey  of  infant  deaths 
throughout  the  year. 


TABLE  III 


>5 

CO 

cO 


33 

W) 

33 


U 

o; 


o 

a 

o 


c/} 


5-t 

0) 

X 

o 

-l-» 

o 

O 


0) 

X 


a 


OJ 


> 

o 


X 

a 


(H 

o 

<v 


p 


<i 

Eh 

o 


Prematurity  ... 

Birth  Injuries  & 

Malformation  ... 

Pneumonia  ...  - 

Cerebro- Spinal  Fever  - --  --  --  - l-.-i 
Convulsions  ...  - --  --  - , --1---1 

Epilepsy  ...  - --  --  --  --  i-  -i 

3 11,-  ^ - 1 - 2 1 1 - 10 


SUMMARY  OF  VITAL  STATISTICS  FOR  PREVIOUS  SIX 
YEARS  AS  COMPARED  WITH  1949 


Year 

Birth  Rate 

Death  Rate 

Infant 

Mortality  Rate 

1943 

20.9 

11.4 

66 

1944 

22.9 

10.6 

35 

1945 

21.8 

11.3 

40 

1946 

21.4 

10.1 

65 

1947 

25.3 

11.1 

37 

1948 

22.4 

10.8 

37 

1949 

20.5 

11.6 

36 

PART  TWO 


PREVALENCE  OF  AND  CONTROL  OVER  INFECTIOUS 

AND  OTHER  DISEASES 

The  following  Table  shows  the  prevalence  of  infectious 
diseases  throughout  the  year. 

TABLE  IV 


1 

Jan. /March 

April/June 

July/Sept. 

Oct./Dec. 

M 

< 

O 

H 

No.  of  Deaths 

Admitted  to 

Hospital 

Scarlet  Fever 

23 

12 

6 

21 

62 

- 

59 

Whooping  Cough 

1 

1 

14 

17 

33 

- 

- 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

... 

- 

- 

2 

2 

- 

2 

Measles 

42 

19 

4 

2 

67 

- 

1 

Diphtheria 

...  , ” 

1 

- 

- 

1 

- 

1 

Pneumonia 

6 

2 

1 

3 

12 

2 

- 

Dysentery 

... 

- 

3 

- 

3 

- 

3 

Erysipelas 

2 

- 

2 

- 

4 

- 

- 

Food  Poisoning 

... 

1 

- 

- 

1 

- 

1 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

... 

- 

3 

- 

3 

- 

3 

It  will  be  noted  that  Scarlet  Fever,  Whooping  Cough  and 
Measles  were  prevalent  during  the  year.  There  was  only  one  case  of 
Diphtheria. 

We  have  not  as  yet,  in  this  country,  a satisfactory  vaccine 
against  Whooping  Cough.  A vaccine  produced  in  America  has 
yielded  favourable  results  and  it  is  expected  that  a similar  vaccine 
will  become  available  in  this  country  during  the  next  few  months. 
Until  a reliable  vaccine  is  available  it  has  been  decided  not  to  make 
immunisation  facilities  available  at  our  clinics. 
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IMMUNISATION 

209  children  under  the  age  of  five  years  (21  being  under  the 
age  of  1 year)  and  36  children  over  the  age  of  5 years  received  a full 
course  of  primary  immunisation  against  diphtheria.  In  addition, 
644  children  received  a reinforcing  injection. 

A specal  immunisation  session  was  held  at  Albert  Street 
Clinic,  Featherstone,  on  the  first  Tuesday  of  each  month;  and  the 
annual  comb-out  of  the  schools  was  carried  out  by  Dr.  Duncan  as 
in  former  years. 


TUBERCULOSIS 


In  the  following  Table  new  cases  and  mortality  are  classified. 

TABLE  V 


NEW  CASES 

DEATHS 

Age  Periods 

Resp. 

M F 

Non.  Resp. 
M F 

Resp. 
M F 

Non. Resp, 
M F 

Under  5 years 

... 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

5 and  under  15 

... 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

15  and  under  25 

...  4 

2 

- 

- 

1 

1 

- 

25  and  under  35 

...  1 

2 

- 

- 

1 

3 

- 

35  and  under  45 

% 

...  1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

45  and  under  55 

... 

1 

- 

- 

- 

1 

55  and  under  65 

... 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

65  and  over 

... 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

6 

5 

- 

1 

3 

5 

- 
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The  following  Table  summarises  particulars  contained  in  the 
register  of  tuberculous  persons. 


TABLE  VI 


No.  of  Cases  in  Register 

Respiratory  Non -Respiratory  Total 
M F M F 

At  commencement  of  1949 

39 

25 

18 

18 

100 

Notified  for  the  first  time 
during  1949 

6 

5 

- 

1 

12 

Removed  during  1949 

4 

8 

3 

2 

17 

At  the  end  of  1949 

41 

22 

15 

17 

95 

The  reasons  for  removal  of  cases  from  the  register  are  given 
in  the  following  Table. 


TABLE  VII 


Entries  relating  to — 

Respiratory  Non -Respiratory 
M F ^ M F 

Total 

Persons  who  have  died  ... 

3 

5 

- 

- 

8 

Who  have  recovered 

- 

- 

2 

2 

4 

Revision  of  diagnosis 

- 

2 

- 

- 

2 

Persons  who  have  ceased 
to  reside  in  the  district  . . . 

1 

1 

1 

3 

4 

8 

3 

2 

17 
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PART  THREE 


MATERNITY  & CHILD  WELFARE 


Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Clinics  were  held  throughout 
the  year  as  follows. 

Child  Welfare  Clinic 

Albert  Street  Clinic,  Featherstone.  Wednesday  at  1.30  p.m. 
Average  attendance  62  babies. 


Toddlers  Clinic 

Albert  Street  Clinic,  Featherstone.  Second  and  fourth  Thursday 
in  month  at  1.30  p.m.  Average  attendance  13  toddlers. 


Child  Welfare  Clinic 

The  Congregational  Chapel,  Whinney  Lane,  Streethouse. 
Monday,  at  1.30  p.m.  Average  attendance  27  babies. 


Child  Welfare  Clinic 

Wesleyan  Chapel,  Loscoe  Grove.  Thursday  at  1.30  p.m. 
Average  attendance  12  babies. 


An  ultra-violet  lamp  was  installed  in  the  Pontefract  Child 
Welfare  Clinic  during  the  year,  and  a number  of  Featherstone 
children  have  received  treatment  there.  It  soon  became  evident  that 
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the  lamp  fulfilled  a long -felt  need.  The  two  sessions  weekly,  which 
were  first  allotted  to  its  use,  soon  became  overcrowded  and  had  to  be 
increased  to  four.  It  has  been  very  gratifying  to  note  the  marked 
benefit  that  many  of  the  children  have  shown  from  this  form  of 
treatment. 


ANTE -NATAL  CLINICS 


These  were  held  weekly  on  a Tuesday  afternoon  at  the 
Albert  Street  Clinic,  Featherstone,  an  average  of  30  expectant 
mothers  attending  each  session. 


The  following  proprietary  preparations  were  available  at 
cost  price  (free  in  necessitous  cases)  to  all  women  attending  the 
Clinics. 


Ostermilk  (Nos.  1 and  2) 

Bemax 

Humanised  Trufood 

Virol 

Cow  and  Gate 

Virolax 

Lactogol 

Farex 

Ovaltine 

Adexolin 

Glucodin 

The  following  were  distributed  free  of  charge. 

I.C.D.  Tablets 
Ferrous  Sulphate  Tablets 
Viteolin  Tablets 
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During  the  year,  67  women  were  sent  to  the  Wakeheld  Gen- 
eral Hospital;  2 to  Castleford  Maternity  Home;  8 to  Leeds  Maternity 
Hospital;  33  to  Walton  Hall  Maternity  Home;  2 to  Northgate 
Lodge,  Pontefract;  6 to  Hazlewood  Castle  Maternity  Home;  and  6 
to  Many  gates  Maternity  Home,  Wakefield. 

The  following  analysis  of  births  occurring  during  1949  ad- 
justed by  transferred  notihcations,  indicates  how  the  various  mat- 
ernity services  and  institutions  were  used. 


No.  of  Births  occurring  in  the  district  during  the  year 


L. 

S.B. 

Total 

Domiciliary  Cases 

160 

2 

162 

Outward  Transfers 

5 

- 

5 

Inward  Transfers 

124 

8 

132 

299 

Inward  Transfers 


County  General  Hospital,  Wakefield  ...  67 

Walton  Hall  Maternity  Home,  Wakeheld  ...  33 

Manygates  Maternity  Home,  Wakeheld  ...  6 

Hazlewood  Maternity  Home,  Tadcaster  ...  6 

Staincliffe  General  Hospital,  Dewsbury  ...  3 

The  Maternity  Hospital,  Leeds  ...  8 

Four  Gables  Maternity  Home,  Doncaster  ..  1 

Northgate  Lodge  Hospital,  Pontefract  ...  2 

The  Maternity  Home,  Castleford  ...  2 

General  Hospital,  Harrogate  ...  1 

Private  arrangements  . . 3 


132 
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For  domiciliary  confinements  the  full  establishment  of  staff 
is  now  in  operation,  comprising  three  midwives,  assisted  where 
necessary  by  a relief  midwife  operating  from  Pontefract.  All  have 
cars. 


1949  saw  the  issue  of  Gas  and  Air  machines  for  analgesia  to 
all  midwives,  and  it  is  hoped  that  the  beginning  of  1950  will  see  the 
issue  of  the  new  drug  pethedine.  Each  of  these  should  prove  a use- 
ful weapon  in  the  fight  for  painless  childbirth. 


CARE  OF  THE  PREMATURE  INFANT 


Nine  premature  infants  were  notified  during  the  year.  In  each 
case  a special  investigation  was  made  and  help  given  as  required. 
In  hospital  cases  there  was  close  liaison  between  hospitals  and 
authorities. 

A special  effort  has  been  made  during  the  year  to  grapple 
with  the  problem  of  the  premature  baby.  A complete  equipment, 
including  special  cot  and  apparatus,  is  now  held  at  the  Ambulance 
Depot  in  Pontefract,  and  is  instantly  available  at  the  request  of  a 
general  practitioner  or  midwife.  It  is  transported  by  ambulance  to 
the  house  where  it  is  required.  In  addition,  one  of  the  midwives  has 
received  a special  course  of  training  in  the  use  of  the  apparatus  and 
in  the  care  of  the  premature  infant  generally. 


PART  FOUR 

SCHOOL  MEDICAL  SERVICES 


Routine  school  medical  inspections  were  carried  out  in  the 
Featherstone  schools  during  the  year. 
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A clinic  session  for  consultation  with  the  School  Medical 
Officer  was  held  on  the  first  and  third  Monday  in  the  month  at 
which  parents  could  attend.  These  clinics  are  of  special  value  in 
dealing  with  the  debilitated  child.  Average  attendance  for  this 
session  was  33. 

Cases  requiring  consultation  with  a specialist,  that  is  to  say, 
orthopaedic  cases,  ear,  nose  and  throat  cases,  and  eye  cases,  were 
referred  to  the  appropriate  clinics  at  Pontefract  and  dealt  with 
there. 


Minor  Ailment  Clinics,  in  charge  of  the  school  nurse,  were 
held  on  Mondays  and  Thursdays.  An  average  of  30  school  children 
per  day  attended  these  sessions. 


PART  FIVE 

HOME  NURSING 

The  demand  for  the  Home  Nursing  Service  has  increased 
during  the  year.  Early  in  the  new  year  a second  Home  Nurse  com- 
menced duties  and  both  nurses  are  fully  occupied. 


PART  SIX 


CARE  AND  AFTER-CARE 


An  effort  has  been  made  during  the  year  to  implement  our 
obligations  under  the  National  Health  Service  Act  of  1946  under  this 
heading.  The  Pontefract  Infirmary  found  itself  unable  to  obtain 
the  services  of  an  Almoner  and,  after  a good  deal  of  negotiating,  a 
Health  Visitor  was  given  access  to  the  hospital,  on  the  one  hand 
to  furnish  background  histories  of  patients  where  such  inform- 
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ation  was  of  importance,  and  on  the  other  hand  to  obtain  early  in- 
formation concerning  the  discharge  of  patients  whom  the  Health 
Services  might  be  able  to  assist.  All  relevant  information  is  passed 
on  to  the  Health  Visitor  in  the  area  concerned  and  a quick  follow-up 
of  the  patient  is  thus  attained. 

HOME  HELPS 

Four  Home  Helps  were  available  for  duties  in  connection 
with  maternity  and  sickness.  The  demand  for  this  service  has  in- 
creased considerably. 


PART  SEVEN 


MENTAL  HEALTH 


Mental  Health  is  now  a responsibility  of  a Sub -Committee 
of  the  County  Council.  Work  under  the  Lunacy  and  Mental  Treat- 
ment Acts,  1890  and  1930,  has  been  undertaken  by  a Duly  Author- 
ised Officer  living  in  Pontefract  and  we  have  one  Mental  Dehciency 
Social  Worker,  Miss  Simons,  for  work  under  the  Mental  Deficiency 
Acts. 


PART  EIGHT 


AMBULANCE  SERVICES 

The  ambulance  service  of  the  area  is  now  operated  on  an 
agency  basis  on  behalf  of  the  County  Council,  and  its  administration 
is  the  responsibility  of  the  County  Ambulance  Officer.  It  is  expected 
that  the  County  Council  will  take  over  the  service  completely  about 
the  middle  of  1950. 
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URBAN  SANITARY  DISTRICT  OF 
FEATHERSTONE 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

of  the 

SANITARY  INSPECTOR 

for  the 

YEAR  ENDED  31st  DECEMBER  1949 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Council  : 
GENTLEMEN, 


I beg  to  present  to  you  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year  1949, 
the  Twenty-Third  I have  had  the  honour  of  placing  before  you. 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES 

WATER  SUPPLY.  The  quality  of  the  water  supply  has  been 
maintained  and  the  quantity  satisfactory  with  the  exception  of 
during  a drought  in  October  when  water  was  supplied  by  stand  pipes 
as  an  economy  measure.  The  poor  pressures  in  the  higher  portions 
of  your  district  still  obtain,  but  progress  is  now  being  made  in  the 
erection  of  a new  water  tower  which  will  give  increased  pressure 
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over  all  the  district.  During  the  year  the  supply  was  extended  to  the 
only  house  in  the  district  not  on  the  public  supply. 


SANITARY  ACCOMMODATION  AND  DRAINAGE 


During  the  year,  24  privy  closets  and  2 pail  closets  were  con- 
verted to  water  closets  and  4 additional  water  closets  provided  for 
old  property.  286  water  closets  were  provided  for  new  property. 


At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  : — - 

8799  water  closets 

33  waste  water  closets 
28  pail  closets 
188  privy  closets 


All  the  built-up  areas  of  the  district  are  sewered  with  the  ex- 
ception of  the  Wood  Lane  area  where  the  houses  are  drained  to  cess- 
pools, and  cesspools  are  used  at  several  isolated  houses  throughout 
the  district.  The  total  number  of  cesspools  in  use  is  61  and  these  are 
regularly  emptied  by  means  of  a mechanical  cesspool  emptier. 


The  two  sewage  works  have  given  satisfactory  service  during 
the  year. 


Scavenging  is  done  by  direct  labour  and  has  been  satis- 
factorily carried  out  during  the  year. 


The  estimated  weight  of  refuse  collected  was  7,879  tons.  Of 
this  quantity  7,817  tons  was  disposed  of  by  tipping  and  62  tons  re- 
covered as  salvage. 
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Salvage  of  materials  of  further  use  and  for  which  an  econ- 
omical market  could  be  found  was  carried  out  during  the  year,  and 
the  following  materials  were  salvaged  and  sold. 


tons 

cwts 

qrs 

lbs 

36 

14 

0 

18 

12 

12 

1 

6 

5 

10 

0 

0 

3 

5 

0 

0 

1 

8 

0 

0 

13 

2 

15 

3 

2 

18 

2 

10 

2 

14 

1 

6 

1 

12 

0 

0 

Waste  Paper 

Kitchen  Waste 

Heavy  Scrap 

Light  Scrap 

Glass  Gullet 

Rags,  Bagging  & String 

Bones 

Rolled  Aluminium 

Pewter 

Lead 

Brass 

Bottles  and  Jars 


£ s d 
231  3 11 

28  10  8 
16  10  0 
3 5 0 
2 2 0 
10  18  4 
18  8 
1 6 1 
2 6 

5 0 

6 1 
6 2 0 


61  19  3 


£301  10  3 


NUISANCES.  562  Nuisances  were  discovered,  the  majority 
of  which  were  abated  as  the  result  of  informal  action. 

It  was  found  necessary  to  serve  Statutory  Notices  in  43 
cases  and  these  were  abated  without  recourse  to  legal  action. 


REGULATED  TRADES.  Only  one  '‘offensive  trade”  is  est- 
ablished in  the  district,  that  of  tripe  boiler.  This  was  operated  during 
the  year  without  nuisance. 
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FACTORIES.  The  term  Factory  includes  premises  large  and 
small  where  articles  are  made,  altered  or  repaired  for  purpose  of 
gain.  There  are  35  such  premises  on  the  Register,  and  79  inspections 
were  made  of  these  premises  during  the  year. 


RODENT  CONTROL,  During  the  year  31  premises  were 
baited  (prebait  and  poison)  against  rats.  These  were  mostly  small 
infestations,  but  included  several  allotments.  29  dead  rats  were 
picked  up,  which  indicates  that  a large  number  of  rats  were  killed. 
The  Councihs  own  premises,  sewage  works  and  refuse  tip  are  treated 
at  3-monthly  intervals,  and  the  whole  of  the  sewers  were  test-baited 
twice  during  the  year  followed  by  treatment  of  the  areas  where 
takes  had  been  made. 


HOUSING.  The  demand  for  houses  shows  no  sign  of  abating 
despite  the  fact  that  during  the  year  154  houses  were  built  and  ten- 
anted. Of  this  number,  22  were  “old  people’s  bungalows.”  These 
serve  a useful  purpose  in  helping  to  solve  the  housing  problem  as 
they  not  only  provide  suitable  accommodation  for  the  old  people  but 
normally  result  in  a larger  house  being  made  available  for  a growing 
family. 

During  the  year,  14  houses  which  had  fallen  into  such  a state 
as  to  be  uninhabitable  were  demolished. 

During  the  year,  155  houses  were  dealt  with  under  Section  9 
of  the  Housing  Act,  1936.  Of  these,  41  were  repaired  as  a result  of 
informal  action,  and  Statutory  Notices  were  served  in  respect  of  114. 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD.  By 

the  Centralisation  of  Slaughtering  by  the  Ministry  of  Food,  the 
slaughter  of  animals  for  food  in  your  area  is  conhned  to  pigs  slaugh- 
tered for  private  pig  keepers,  but  considerable  activity  is  called  for 
in  the  inspection  of  “other  foods.”  During  the  year  the  following 
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articles  of  food  were  condemned  as  unfit  for  human  consumption 


Tinned  and  Untinned  Meat 

412  lbs 

Frozen  Tripe 

97  lbs 

Fat 

56  lbs 

Sweetened  Cooking  Fat  ... 

46  lbs 

Bacon 

40  lbs 

Sheep’s  Mesenteric  Fat  ... 

28  lbs 

Butter 

28  lbs 

Tomatoes 

48  tins 

Milk 

86  tins 

Tinned  Grape  Fruit 

33  tins 

Eggs 

270 

Malt  Loaves 

27 

Pork  Pies 

8 

Tinned  Peaches 

6 tins 

Tinned  Rhubarb 

7 tins 

Tinned  Potatoes 

1 tin 

Red  Cabbage 

1 jar 

Crawhsh 

8 tins 

Tinned  Pears 

2 tins 

Tinned  Soup 

1 tin 

Brislings 

1 tin 

Apple  Puree 

1 jar 

Margarine 

12  lbs 
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Sardines 

Sandwich  Spread 
Spaghetti 
Scotch  Broth 
Mussels 
Beetroot 
Macedoines 
Tinned  Plums 
Tinned  Cherries 
Pilchards 
Baked  Beans 
Salmon 
Snoek 

Pork  Sausages 
Bottled  Gooseberries 
Sweet  Pudding 
Dried  Eggs 
Tinned  Carrots 
Tinned  Peas 
Tinned  Jam 
Tomato  Juice 


1 tin 

3 tins  & jars 

1 tin 

4 tins 

3 tins 

15  jars  & tins 

2 tins 
2 tins 

4 tins 
8 tins 

21  tins 
7 tins 

1 tin 

2 tins 

2 bottles 

1 tin 

2 pkts> 

1 tin 

23  tins 
11  tins 
7 tins 


The  Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations  1949  and  the  Milk  Special 
Designations  Regulations  1949  came  into  force  on  1st  October.  The 
following  licences  have  been  issued  : — 
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Dealers 


Tuberculin  Tested  18 


Supplementary  Tuberculin  Tested  4 


Dealers 


Pasteurised 


13 


Supplementary  Pasteurised 

Supplementary  Sterilised 


16 


6 


The  greater  proportion  of  milk  sold  in  the  district  is  now 
bottled;  mostly  Pasteurised. 

THE  DEPARTMENT.  The  Staff  of  the  Department  consists 
of  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector,  one  additional  Sanitary  Inspector  and 
one  clerk,  and  from  my  staff  I have  had  full  co-operation  through- 
out the  year. 

My  relations  with  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  have  been  of 
the  happiest  nature  and  my  thanks  are  due  to  him  for  advice 
and  assistance  rendered  throughout  the  year. 


I am.  Gentlemen, 


Your  obedient  servant, 


JOHN  HILSLEY, 


Chief  Sanitary  Inspector. 
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